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Magic is the outward manifestation of a wizard’s, witch’s, or magus’ intention, often achieved through methods that are not easily explained by science, and usually invoking basic elemental energy inherent in all things and all beings. Certain knowledge, skills, and attitudes are required to become a powerful magus – the general term for wielders of magic.

Characteristics of Powerful Wizards

A powerful magus is one whose intent is pure, clear, and uncluttered by conflicting intentions, desires, images, or emotions.

Clarity of thought and purpose, knowing clearly what is wanted and intended, increases the magus’s ability to find, channel, and direct energy to achieve the desired end. To paraphrase a friend, “Vague goals lead to vague magic.” Vague magic yields, at best, vague, half-realized results… and at worst, “wild magic.”

In Harry Potter, Harry’s repeated ambivalence in executing the cruciatus curse is an example of what happens when the magus is uncertain: the magic attempted simply doesn’t work. So, too, is what happens in the first flying lesson given by Madame Hooch. Hermione’s underlying lack of confidence and Ron’s feelings of inferiority make it difficult for either of them to execute the command “Up!”, and Neville’s fear and uncertainty cause him to lose control of his broom. Harry’s full acceptance of the existence of magic and clear belief in his own magic give powerful, clear intent to his command, “Up!” His clear, internally-consistent purpose makes it possible for him to fly extremely well the first time he is on a broom, as he chases down the Rememberal Draco has taken from Neville.

Clarity of intent and purpose is strongest when they align with the magus’s value system and true beliefs. For this reason, positive or good magic is always more powerful then dark or evil magic. “Good” magic cooperates with basic positive energy in the universe, and with the basic integrity and value system that all members of the human family and other sentient beings possess. Dark magic requires the magus to fight or counter the basic goodness, desire for growth, love, learning, purity, advancement, and character that all humans carry within themselves. Clarity of intent and purpose is always ambivalent in dark magic or magic done for evil purposes. The magus who works for Life and Life’s Purposes, who works with love, will always be more powerful than the magus who works for base intent or self-interest. In Harry Potter, this is clearly seen in the fact that Harry survived due to his mother’s love for him and in Harry’s ability to overcome Voldemort in the duel in the graveyard in Goblet of Fire, and is foreshadowed when Harry kicks off the ground on his broom, in pursuit of Neville’s Rememberal, championing the underdog.

A powerful magus knows what he or she wants and intends. But that is not enough. A powerful wizard is disciplined. He controls the direction of his thought, so that others are not hurt, and so that the focus of his magic is tightly directed. Lack of discipline can lead to wild magic, with unexpected, unintended consequences. This is why Neville’s wand backfires many times during his lessons: he has yet to develop discipline and focus. I expect he is distracted by intrusive thoughts about his parents.

A powerful magus takes the time to master her craft through scholarship and practice. Both knowledge and skill are required to reach the top of any chosen profession, whether within the wizard world or the world of Muggles and other folk. If Neville wishes to be a herbologist, he must master herbal lore and skill in applying that knowledge to create poultices, poison antidotes, confer temporary powers, or affect permanent cures. Harry demonstrates the value of hard work when he voraciously reads the Half Blood Prince’s annotated Potions textbook, and when he – and the rest of Dumbledore’s army – struggle to master Defense Against the Dark Arts through arduous, devoted, and persistent independent practice in their fifth year at Hogwarts. This exemplifies another given: magic cannot be given to you. You must earn it. 

Language is the power of the wizard. When humankind was granted dominion over all the Earth, that dominion was first and foremost evident in the task of naming. To name a thing, to give it its true name, is a kind of magic, and it requires exquisite knowledge and awareness of what makes a thing its true self – its true, changing, transformative self. This means that one characteristic of a powerful wizard is the ability to pay attention, and to notice what is unique about every person, every rock, every tree, every body of water, every day’s unique feel to the air… and to express that awareness in precise, nuanced language. This does not require advanced vocabulary – only carefully-chosen vocabulary. The study of language, herbology, science, math, music, Muggle psychology and most any other field develops the wizard’s powers of observation and expands his or her vocabulary.

Becoming a competent magus takes repetition and persistence , whether the magus’s focus of study is medicine like Madame Pomfrey; a sport like Oliver Wood, Harry and Ron; herbology and chemistry like Neville; law-enforcement like Mad-Eye Moody and Arthur Weasley; research and development, marketing, and sales, like Fred and George Weasley; education and administration like 

Albus Dumbledore and Minerva McGonagall, or animal husbandry, xenobiology, and veterinary medicine like Hagrid and Bill Weasley. 

Competent wizards have consistent value systems that guide their choices and behaviors. Knowing what they believe in helps wizards to be consistent in the magic they intend to do, and thus makes that magic more powerful. The magus’s beliefs, values, and personality characteristics can work both for and against good in creating magic. Believing in Doing the Right Thing, for example, can guide the magus to carefully consider what he or she is about to do. But it can also make the wizard judgmental about others, or lead him or her to dismiss imaginative solutions that call for going against tradition. This is one of Hermione’s challenges. Stubbornness – a negative trait - is akin to persistence, its positive twin. Bravery can also be foolishness. It is important for the magus to recognize the potential for good and evil in what he or she does, and to choose well. Will it be Gryffindor or Slytherin? And if you are placed in Slytherin, will you use your cunning and wit for good or for evil?

Magic Wands

Powerful wizards have focus. They do not allow themselves to become distracted from the task at hand, diverted from their goal. Because all of us can be distracted at times, wizards use Magic Wands as an aid to focus. A magic wand is, at its essence, a focus for the wizard’s intention and power. Wands are universally made of wood or woods, and often have embedded in them some precious or semi-precious stone, or other small object of magical power. Each and every component of a magic wand contributes to the unique characteristics of that particular wand, so each wand has its own nature. The woods that comprise the main body of a wand may be primarily masculine or feminine. They may be especially tied to a particular element – Earth, Air, Fire, Water or Spirit. In addition, each wood confers on or strengthens in the wizard certain personality characteristics, strengths, or powers. These may be the capacity for love, intelligence, nurturance, protection, clearing of negative energy, health and healing, clarity of thought in speech, harmony and peacemaking, avoidance of conflict, productivity, prosperity, resilience, and so on.

The unique contributions of a wood can sometimes be discovered from the nature of its tree species. Oak, for example, confers wisdom and strength, while bloodwood strengthens health and love. Other times, the connection is less obvious. Walnut is beloved of Elves, which fact is not evident in the nature of the wood. Maple is a traveler’s wood. It takes a sensitive and observant person to ascertain the characteristics of the wood without study. Study, of course, makes the process more sure, as well as less prone to error. Crystals and natural metals such as copper also have long been associated with particular powers, and these are readily discovered through reading and simple observation.

The form of the wand also has meaning. Knots, bends, beads and coves form nodes of power, where the intent, meaning, and purpose of the user gathers in preparation for release as the wizard speaks the final word of any incantation or spell. Typically, a gemstone also serves as a collector and focus for power, often imparting the special “spin” or aura in the functioning of a spell. This allows the wizard to prepare before acting, and to choose not to act, based on incoming information. Most wands (but not all) are capable of “holding a magical charge” for at least a small amount of time. Some can hold power for longer amounts of time. These are best used by more experienced, knowledgeable, careful wizards, as in the wrong hands, this pent-up power could be released unexpectedly, to ill effect. 

All wands accumulate residual power as they are repeatedly used, and from the natural energy around them. Most often this is harmless or downright useful. A wand with overwhelmingly positive characteristics, holding residual power, lightens the wizards demeanor, adds gaiety, polish, clarity and goodwill to all he or she does. The very consistent goodness, positive attitude, and good humor of Dumbledore suggest such a positive interaction between self and wand. In this case, the wand is a talisman, reminding the wizard of the best parts of him or herself. The opposite is also true, however: a wand with overwhelmingly “difficult” characteristics or that has routinely been used in the practice of dark magic carries the residue of negativity, and affects its wizard accordingly, contributing to negative thoughts, behaviors and feelings. Voldemort’s wand is made of yew, associated with long life and resurrection, but also death. (As a precaution, Wandcrafters’ does not make wands of yew.)

Caring for a Magic Wand


Ritual Purification

Because most wands and woods are not 100% pure or positive, it is best to limit the buildup of magical residue. Once yearly (a lunar year), or more, on some appropriate date, purify and cleanse the wand. Do this first by cleaning it. Pure cotton (T-shirt material will do nicely, and white is best) with either simple soap and water, or wood cleaner (without silicon) will clean the wand – Murphy’s Wand Soap, available from Muggle stores under the name Murphy’s Wood Soap, is one example of a good wood cleaner. Follow this with a waxing and polishing – again, no silicone, pure white cotton… a paper towel will do in a pinch. While cleaning the wand, give thanks to the tree that gave of its essence, and the earth that yielded the precious stone. If the wand encapsulates other material, such as a witch’s hair, Phoenix feather, dragon sinew and the like, give thanks to that entity accordingly.  
Once cleansed, the wand should sit the night in moonlight, or spend a day in sunlight. Full sunlight or a full moon is required, so keep a weather eye out. No harm befalls the wand if clouds obscure the source of light, but the purification will need to be repeated without such interruption for the wand to be fully purified. Note that wands being purified should rest on unfinished wood or natural stone. No artificial barrier should be between the wood or stone and the wand. Tung oil, linseed oil, beeswax, or shellac is acceptable, but varnish, polyurethane, paint, vegetable oil, or mineral oil is not. The wand may rest on bare ground, but be careful – if it rests on grass, it may warp from moisture, and we all know what happens with bent wands (see Ron’s wand’s effects on Lockhart for a clear lesson – not to mention slugs…). The wand may also rest on clean white cotton cloth. (Again, a T-shirt will do – freshly laundered, mind – no Wizard sweat or troll bogey!) 

Wands undergoing purification should lie down, not stand on tip or haft. Indeed, while it is perfectly all right to carry a wand in one’s jeans pocket or a wand pocket in one’s robe or jacket, wands not in the wizard’s possession should be lying down, not stood on end. A wand stood on end collects stray, uncontrolled energy, and becomes unpredictable. Theoretically, this could be dangerous. On the person of the wizard, the wand is grounded by the wizard’s body, and so protected from random elemental energy. 


Charging the Wand

At the completion of a day in sunlight or a night in moonlight, the Wizard should give the wand an initial “charge” of his or her own energy. Begin by holding and focusing your energy on the wand.  Re-familiarize yourself with its texture, colors, appearance, curvature, and aura, etc. 
Next, take a mental and emotional inventory of the things you value in life. Catalog positive experiences, things you’ve learned, things about the world you love. Such a list may include the trust, love and positive regard of your best friend or loved one, something you’ve finally learned like dividing fractions or how to apparate, the fresh green of new leaves in spring, or your favorite constellation. 
Charge the wand with positive sensory experiences: your favorite song or the sound of a friend’s voice, your softest sweater or the warmth of your child’s hand in yours, the feel of air rushing past as you fly or rollerblade, the taste of your favorite pie, your favorite color or the look on a loved one’s face, the smell of fresh-cut grass, lilacs in spring, pumpkin juice, or a loved one’s aftershave or perfume.

End by re-committing yourself to your life’s purpose, or to Life’s

Purpose. 

At the conclusion of the purification, give it a go or a wave, and perform some small piece of magic, such as lightening your mood, increasing your energy or focus, or improving your productivity as you do a task.


Daily Care

Between ritual cleansing and purification, wands can be cleaned with mild soap and water, or water alone, and can be waxed with non-silicone furniture or car wax, or protected by a light coat of (non-vegetable) oil. If you use wax, use only a light coat. After wax, allow the wand to cloud over completely. After oil, allow it to dry a bit. This may take 5 to 10 minutes. Waiting allows the solvent in the wax and the oil to evaporate, leaving only the protective elements behind. Buff the wand until it glows. Be sure to clean and dry the crevices, as buildup in the wand’s nooks and crannies interrupts the flow of power, much like damaged insulation or wires, creating that potential for backfiring again.  (See Gilderoy Lockhart, Ron Weasley, Neville Longbottom….)
The more you polish, clean, use, and otherwise interact with your wand, the more of you and your intent goes into the wand, and the more its characteristics rub off on you. While you are polishing it, it is polishing you. Essentially, you and your wand become attuned to each other, so that you work well together, just like any other good relationship or partnership.

With care and proper use, your wand can enrich your life and the lives of those around you, adding positive energy to the world, fighting entropy, furthering the goals and good of humankind and the other entities on the planet, and tying you to the life force of the universe for years to come.

Using a Wand
Here are some general guidelines for the use of wands. First of all it is important to understand that the magic is in the wizard, as much as in the wand. The wand reinforces and focuses the magic that is in the wizard. The wand is neither good nor bad; magic is neither good nor bad; it is your choices that matter.

· Know what you want. 

· Visualize your goal very clearly. Use all your senses and clarify your intention.

· Use the proper method to bring about your goal. This may require more than an incantation, spell, or ritual.  It may require you to take action in the direction of your goal.
· Cooperate with your wand. Be the change you want to see in your life and in the lives of others.

· Be persistent. Practice. Imagine success. You don’t learn to apparate in a day.

· If you do not experience success, check your intention: 

· Is it pure, uncluttered, and uncompromised?

· Does it work for or against Life’s Purposes?

· Does it violate any rules of the Ministry of Magic?

· Have you done your homework?

· Study, practice, clarify your values, get tutoring or consultation from another wizard, and cooperate with your inner integrity. Do the whole, right thing.

Never believe anyone who tells you that you are a squib. We are all capable of magic.

Carol Oster

Wandcrafter

Wandcrafter@yahoo.com
P. S. Watch out for troll bogeys – they’re murder on wands!

